ACT DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND COMMUNITY CARE

DISCUSSION PAPER

Review of Health Professional Registration Legislation in the ACT

The major proposals are:

the establishment of an 'omnibus9 legislation model where all existing health professional Acts are condensed into one Act. Under this model profession specific requirements would be set out within schedules linked to the Act.

The discussion paper proposes a number of changes to the existing legislation. These changes involve three broad areas:

. improving the administrative structure of board operations,

. ensuring the restrictions to be imposed on health professionals are appropriate from the point of view of public safety 9 and

. improving the management of standards of practice.

Improving the Management of Standards of Practice

moving from a focus on complaints and disciplinary action to one that encourages proactive standard of practice reporting and a range of possible actions including rehabilitation^ re-training and voluntary acceptance of conditions.

this includes formation of specific committees to develop appropriate responses - two such committees are an Impaired Practitioner Panel and a Professional Standards

Committee*

increasing accountability and transparency of registration board activities including community representation on boards, community consultation within board policy development and support for a board focus on community education.

the relationship between the

boards and the Community

and Health Services

Complaints Commissioner in

respect of standard of practice

matters be expressed in the

legislation.

certain specified persons be required to report any reasonably held concerns about a health professional's standard of practice.

an indicative set of possible standard of practice breaches should be specified in the legislation to increase its robustness.

where a "report" may potentially

result in a significant sanction

being imposed on a health

professional the establishment of

an independent health tribunal to

hear all such matters is proposed -
there are possible conflicts in the

roles of boards in relation to

registration approvals and

standard of practice matters

particularly where actions taken by

the boards may involve removing

or severely restricting a

registrants livelihood.

the consistent expression of entry requirements across all health professions as "fitness to practice" and appropriate qualifications: and of codex standards as "standards of practice" - many of the current entry and conduct requirements are either redundant, prone to subjective interpretation, not related to the main purpose of the legislation (ie. Public protection) or anti​competitive.

the inclusion of criteria for the assessment of the need to regulate other health professions in the future -the current legislation provides no guidance as to what issues should be considered when assessing the public benefit of regulating health professions that are currently unregulated.

a move to statutory independence for the health boards and their enhanced operational flexibility - the preferred position is that the boards have statutory independence from the Department while having linkages in terms of the underwriting of significant abnormal debt and in terms of their overall responsibility to the. Minister for Health and Community Care

